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BUT FIRST…
1. Unique and compelling content 
2. Backlinks 
3. Not currently under spam 

penalty
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ABOUT ME
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▸ Digital Marketing Consultant 

▸ Wrote my first computer program on 
an Apple IIe when I was 8. 

▸ Started web design and development 
career in 1998 

▸ Started doing SEO in 2002 and 
Papaya Internet in 2004 

▸ I speak Spanish & love improv 

▸ Collect road maps and vinyl records 

▸ Super fan of RuPaul’s Drag Race



WHY IS SEO 
IMPORTANT?
SEO helps people find your 
website - and for search 
engines to find it.
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TODAY!
Configuring Wordpress 

SEO Plugins 
Other Tools 

Q&A

@BobbyKircher



CONFIGURING 
WORDPRESS
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IF YOU DO ONE 
THING…
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UNCHECK THIS BOX
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Settings -> Reading



PERMALINKS & 
SLUGS
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PERMALINKS
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SLUGS

@BobbyKircher



OPTIMIZING WORDPRESS FOR SEO

SLUGS

▸ Make it easy to read and share 

▸ Use keywords, but DON’T 
OVERDO IT 

▸ Don’t change your slugs if you 
can help it 

▸ Use 301 Redirects if you do
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CATEGORIES VS. 
TAGS
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CATEGORIES
▸ Think of it as a Pyramid 

▸ Organizational structure for 
your content 

▸ Optimize with content, title 
tags, and meta descriptions 

▸ Create landing pages for your 
categories 

▸ Set a primary category for your 
posts 
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OPTIMIZING WORDPRESS FOR SEO

TAGS

▸ Specific details of you 
content  

▸ Try not to compete with 
your categories 

▸ Noindex your tags if it’s 
become unwieldy
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MOBILE 
RESPONSIVE
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ALL ABOUT MOBILE

▸ Over 50% of all searches 
are on a mobile device* 

▸ Number will continue to 
grow 

▸ Google’s Mobile-First Index 

▸ Mobile version will be 
considered the primary 
version of the website

@BobbyKircher * Source https://www.stonetemple.com/mobile-vs-desktop-usage-mobile-grows-but-desktop-still-a-big-
player/
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ACCELERATED MOBILE PAGES PROJECT

▸ Open source initiative for 
faster mobile content 

▸ Spearheaded by Google 

▸ Wordpress Plugin by 
Automattic 

▸ AMPProject.org 

▸ If you use it, make sure you 
configure it fully
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SITE SPEED
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3-SECOND RULE
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3-SECOND RULE
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2009!
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CHECKING FOR SITE SPEED
▸ GTMetrix.com 

▸ WebPageTest.org 

▸ Google Page Speed 
Insights 

▸ Google Lighthouse within 
Chrome  
(Right Click -> Inspect)
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THEMES

▸ Is your theme responsive? 

▸ How clean is its code? 

▸ Page Builders vs. No Page Builders: Doesn’t matter, 
but make sure the HTML is semantic
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COMING JULY 2018 - GOOGLE’S “SPEED UPDATE”

▸ Announced January 17th, 2018 

▸ Page Speed will be a ranking factor for mobile 
searches 

▸ It will only affect pages that deliver the slowest 
experience to users and will only affect a small 
percentage of queries.
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HOW TO IMPROVE SITE SPEED
▸ Site Caching Plugins 

▸ Minifying HTML, CSS, & JS 

▸ Using a Wordpress 
optimized hosting solution 

▸ Better coded themes 

▸ Remove unnecessary 
plugins
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OPTIMIZING IMAGES

▸ Lossless Compression for 
improved page speed. 

▸ Using a CDN for image 
hosting to help website 
performance.  

▸ ALT attribute for identifying 
images. Used by screen 
readers for visually impaired 
people and Image Search.
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SEO PLUGINS
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POPULAR SEO PLUGINS
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SEO PLUGINS HELP WITH:

▸ Title & Meta Descriptions 

▸ Content readability 
analysis 

▸ Meta Robots directives 

▸ XML Sitemaps & 
Customizations 

▸ Permalink Customizations

@BobbyKircher

▸ Social: Open graph 
customizations  

▸ Robots.txt & .htaccess 
editor 

▸ Make bulk changes to  
Title & Meta 
Descriptions



TITLE TAGS &  
META DESCRIPTIONS
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OPTIMIZE YOUR TITLE & 
META DESCRIPTIONS

@BobbyKircher

▸ Customize for each important page  

▸ Use the snippet preview for 
desktop and mobile 

▸ Use the Title to describe the 
content with some keywords 

▸ The Meta Description act as the call 
to action. Expanded to 230 to 320 
characters in length 

▸ https://moz.com/blog/googles-
longer-snippets



XML 
SITEMAPS
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OPTIMIZE YOUR XML MAP
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OPTIMIZE YOUR XML MAP
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OPTIMIZE YOUR XML MAP
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USE GOOGLE SITE OPERATORS
▸ site:domain name 

▸ Shows you what Google has 
in their index 

▸ Dr. Pete’s guide to Google 
Search Operators: 
https://moz.com/blog/
mastering-google-search-
operators-in-67-steps 

▸ Google Search Console
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301  
REDIRECTS
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301 REDIRECTS

▸ Tells search engines your 
content has moved 

▸ Reduces 404 errors 

▸ Helps with usability 

▸ Use a 301 Redirect Plugin 

▸ Use Google Search console 
to find broken links 
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SCHEMA & 
STRUCTURED DATA
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WHAT IS SCHEMA?
▸ Schema.org provides a 

collection of shared 
vocabularies webmasters 
can use to mark up their 
pages in ways that can be 
understood by the major 
search engines: Google, 
Microsoft, Yandex and 
Yahoo!
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STRUCTURED DATA
▸ Structured data is a standardized format 

for providing information about a page 
and classifying the page content. 

▸ JSON-LD is recommended (vs. 
Microdata) 

▸ Google’s introduction to structured data: 
https://developers.google.com/search/
docs/guides/intro-structured-data 

▸ Implement within Google Tag Manager 

▸ Plugins: WP SEO Structured Data 
Schema, Markup (JSON-LD) structured in 
schema.org
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ARE YOU USING 
 GOOGLE SEARCH CONSOLE?

QUESTION!
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GOOGLE SEARCH CONSOLE
▸ Submit your Sitemap 

▸ 404 Error reports & fixes 

▸ Site issue notifications 

▸ Notify Google of URL changes 

▸ Re-inclusion requests 

▸ Reports Mobile Issues 

▸ Great information on how 
Google sees your website
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ARE YOU USING 
 GOOGLE ANALYTICS?

QUESTION!
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GOOGLE ANALYTICS

▸ Measure Site Traffic 

▸ Analyze Traffic Sources 

▸ Sync with Google Search 
Console Data
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NEGATIVE FACTORS AFFECTING SEO
▸ Interstitials and pop-ups on mobile pages 

▸ Robots.txt blocking all bots 

▸ Bad redirects in the .htaccess file 

▸ Changed settings in WP to excluded bots 

▸ Blocking CSS or JS 

▸ Has your site been hacked? 

▸ Is your site’s IP blacklisted? 

▸ Have you participated in link spam? 

▸ Do you have duplicate content?
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OTHER THINGS TO DO:
▸ Design and develop your site for 

humans, not bots 

▸ Create unique, compelling content 
people will link to and share. 

▸ Local Citations for small businesses. 

▸ Share content through social media 

▸ Participate in forums, write articles 
for other websites and blogs 

▸ SSL Certificate for your site
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KEY TAKEAWAYS!
‣ Configure Wordpress 
‣ Use & Configure an SEO Plugin 
‣ Mobile Reposive 
‣ Improve your website’s 

performance 
‣ Setup your site in Google 

Search Console & Analytics 
‣ Monitor & Measure!
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QUESTIONS?

QUESTION!
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THANK YOU!
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Bobby Kircher 

bobby@papayainternet.com 

PapayaInternet.com


